Bioethics in pediatric neuromuscular disease.
The increasing frequency with which bioethical issues arise in the medical care of pediatric patients with neuromuscular disease suggests a need for a working knowledge of the field for the clinical physician, Institutional Bioethics Committees are multidisciplinary groups that include medical, nursing, social service, legal, religious or chaplaincy, and community representation. The role and functioning of these committees vary widely according to institution. Inherent in the process of consent is that it must be an Informed consent. This requires that the person consenting has been given adequate information to understand and to appreciate the benefits and risks of the treatment. There are some instances in which consent by minor patients is necessary.